
December   6,   2019  
 
Dear   Middlebury   Selectboard,  
 
I   am   writing   with   regards   to   the   proposed   solar   power   plant   that   Encore   Renewable   Energy   is  
proposing   to   build   in   partnership   with   Middlebury   College   on   college-owned   land   on   South  
Street   Extension.   I   will   be   out   of   town   on   Tuesday   when   there   is   an   opportunity   for   public  
comment   on   this   topic,   and   so   wanted   to   share   my   thoughts   here.   
 
I   live   in   one   of   the   three   houses   that   are   adjacent   to   the   property,   and   was   alerted   to   the   project  
early   in   the   fall.   As   a   result,   I’ve   spent   a   great   deal   of   time   in   conversation   with   Encore,   with  
college   officials,   and   with   other   concerned   citizens.   Here   are   some   of   the   things   I’ve   learned  
from   this   process,   and   a   few   recommendations   I   have   for   the   selectboard   as   you   consider  
whether   or   not   you   wish   to   endorse   this   project   as   it   is   currently   proposed:  
 

1. A   5   megawatt   solar   power   plant   is   a   very   large   thing   that   is   hard   to   visualize.  
Encore   recommended   that   we   go   to   Panton   to   see   a   similarly   sized   power   plant   that   was  
installed   there.   You   should   go   see   it   in   order   to   get   a   better   understanding   of   the   scale   of  
this   project.   We   have   also   recommended   to   Encore   that   they   improve   upon   the   way   that  
they   represent   this   project   in   the   following   ways:  

a. Include   all   three   of   the   homes   directly    impacted   by   this   in   their   project   map.   The  
current   map   only   includes   the   Eddy   Farm.  

b. Include   visualizations   that   show   what   the   power   plant   will   look   like   from  
elevations   as   you   approach   on   South   Street   from   the   North   and   from   the   Eddy  
Farm.   (These   are   in   progress.)  

c. Put   more   flags   in   the   proposed   location   and   create   some   sort   of   kiosk   that   will  
inform   pedestrians   passing   by   what   is   being   proposed   and   a   way   to   provide  
feedback.  

d. In   the   materials   being   developed   to   share   the   reason   for   choosing   this   site,  
Encore   should   acknowledge   that   there   are   negative   impacts   that   they   will   try   to  
mitigate.   Our   sense   is   that   the   current   documents   underplay   that   part.   

2. The   economics   and   politics   of   solar   energy   is   complicated.    We   had   great   hopes   that  
the   project   location   could   be   moved   to   the   Industrial   Park,   but   that   turned   out   to   be   a  
non-starter   due   to   zoning   and   wetland   regulations.   Had   the   wetland   issues   not   been   a  
show-stopper,   then   the   question   would   have   been   whether   or   not   the   town   values  
possible   future   development   in   the   industrial   park   over   preserving   this   spectacular  
viewshed.   Questions   that   remain   for   me   are:   Is   it   really   the   case   (as   Encore   suggests)  
that   solar   power   plant   development   on   wetlands   should    be   allowable?   And   if   so,   how  
quickly   might   these   state   regulations   be   change?   Would   that   change   allow   the   project   to  
be   moved   to   the   industrial   park?   I   suspect   the   urgency   of   getting   this   project   moving  
forward   means   that   waiting   for   this   legislative   change   is   not   going   to   happen,   but   for   the  
future   planning   of   solar   power   in   the   state   and   in   Middlebury,   this   seems   something  
worth   exploring   at   the   state   level.  

 
3. The   criteria   for   evaluating   the   impact   of   the   power   plant   installation   does   not  

sufficiently   account   for   the   impact   on   pedestrians   in   this   corridor .   We   appreciate  
that   Encore   wants   to   minimize   the   number   of   people   who   have   to   look   out   at   this   power  
plant   as   they   drive   in   and   out   of   Middlebury,   but   we   do   not   think   they   fully   understand  
just   how   many   people   use   South   Street   extension   for   recreation.   This   decision   will  



change   that   landscape   forever,   as   it   is   very   hard   to   imagine   that   once   built,   it   will   really  
be   taken   down   in   25   years.   To   be   clear,   it   will   not   completely   destroy   that   landscape,   but  
it   will   alter   it   for   the   worse   in   meaningful   ways.   There   are   some   who   say   that   they  
actually   like   looking   at   solar   power   plants,   and   that   may   be   so.   There   are   others   who   say  
that   to   combat   climate   change,   we   need   to   just   make   peace   with   the   fact   that   we   will   be  
increasingly   surrounded   by   solar   panels,   and   that   is   probably   the   case.   It   is   also   the   case  
that   those   of   us   who   live   near   this   space   or   use   this   space   for   recreation   will   mourn   its  
very   real   diminishment,   and   wish   that   there   was   a   way   to   both   do   what   needs   to   be   done  
to   combat   the   climate   crisis   that   we   face   and   not   deface   the   precious   landscapes   that   we  
treasure.   

4. We   need   much   better   planning   at   the   local,   regional,   state,   and   national   level  
around   solar   energy   and   energy   policy.    This   whole   process   of   considering   the  
placement   of   a   solar   power   plant   in   the   Vermont   landscape   has   been   eye-opening.   As  
noted   above,   it   is   complicated   from   a   technical,   economic,   and   political   point   of   view.   It  
also   reveals   how   our   current   practices   that   we   have   some   control   over   (local,   regional,  
and   perhaps   state)   are   deficient.   If   the   future   of   Vermont’s   energy   grid   is   going   to   be  
increasingly   dependent   on   locally   produced   solar   energy,   the   selectboard   should   be  
thinking   (as   the   college   is)   about   a   long-term   energy   plan,   and   how   that   intersects   with  
our   other   planning   processes.   What   I   witnessed   at   the   planning   commission   revealed   to  
me   that   there   is   not   a   well-articulated   plan   or   framework   for   considering   these   sorts   of  
projects,   and   as   a   result,   the   conversation   seemed   to   focus   on   small   technical   details  
rather   than   on   how   this   project   fits   into   a   larger,   already   established   plan.   As   someone  
deeply   concerned   about   our   climate   crisis   and   wondering   what   can   be   done   as   an  
individual   and   a   member   of   the   community,   it   worries   me   that   my   town   does   not   seem   to  
be   prepared   for   doing   this   hard   work.  

 
I   will   conclude   by   stating   what   I   hope   has   been   clear   throughout   this   letter:   that   I   understand   the  
urgency   of   doing   what   can   be   done   to   combat   climate   change,   and   believe   that   the   College   and  
Encore   are   in   fact   trying   their   best   to   find   an   acceptable   solution   in   a   challenging   environment.  
Changing   our   ways   of   producing   and   consuming   energy   comes   at   a   cost,   and   those   costs   are  
not   born   equally   by   all.   Yes,   it   is   true   that   our   house   and   our   neighbor’s   house   will   be   the   most  
directly   impacted   by   this   change,   and   yet   I   hope   you   do   not   discount   my   observations   as   one  
driven   by   NIMBY-ism.   I   hope   that   the   concerns   I’ve   listed   above   help   you   to   think   more   broadly  
about   the   long-term   ramifications   not   only   of   this   project,   but   of   how   the   town   and   those   of   us  
who   live   in   town   need   to   think   about   our   energy   future.   
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Michael   Roy  
1229   South   St   Ext,   Middlebury,   Vermont  
 


